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Hindu will still bestow alms on the ascetic. To
allow him to suffer hunger or thirst would bring a
curse upon the whole neighbourhood. In defence
the people feed him and see that he wants for
nothing. In return he blesses them, controls the
evil spirits so that they shall not plague them,
gives them charms to cure disease and to keep
away bad dreams and all kinds of ill-luck.
The Sadhu in the sketch has allowed his hair
to grow in fulfilment of a vow made by his mother
that it should never be cut If he did not twist
the long matted strand over his arm it would trail
upon the ground* Another vow that he made was
never to sit down to rest between sunrise and
sunset The marvel is that he consented to stand
before the artist and permit his portrait to be
taken. Probably he did not understand what the
English lady was about He may have thought
that she, like the Hindus, desired to benefit by
the huge store of merit that he had acquired in the
performance of his strange vows, and that this was
her method of drawing some of it upon herself.
The belief of the people in the sanctity of the
ascetic seems childish and harmless; but sometimes
it is neither the one nor the other- The belief is
that every action of the Sadhu is sacred, that he